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Vintage becoming more compressed 
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By delaying maturity can we delay harvest? 

Delay maturity into a cooler part of the season 

 Better quality? 

Improved harvest logistics 

 Harvest at optimal time 

 Better use of facilities 

Reduced risk 

 Extreme events i.e. heat wave 
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Winter                       Spring                  Summer                  Autumn 

Delayed 

Pruning 

Can we use delayed pruning in order to delay harvest and move ripening into a 

cooler part of the season? 

 

Adaptation strategies in the vineyard 
Year 1 delayed pruning trial 

Standard 

Pruning 
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By delaying maturity can we delay harvest? 

Five Pruning Dates 

26 May (early normal) 

4 August (late normal) 

5 September (bud burst) 

22 September 

18 October 

No pre-pruning 

Unpruned 22 September (Shiraz) 
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By delaying maturity can we delay harvest? 

Five Pruning Dates 

26 May (early normal) 

4 August (late normal) 

5 September (bud burst) 

22 September 

18 October 

 

Pruned 26 May and 22 September (Shiraz) 
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E-L 12 – 5 leaves separated 

Inflorescence clear 

E-L 17 – 10 leaves separated 

flowers separated 
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Tracking fruit colour at veraison (11 January) 

Pruned 26 May      Pruned 22 Sept           Pruned 13 Oct 
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Adaptation strategies in the vineyard 
Year 1 delayed pruning trial 

Pruned in May Pruned in September 
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Tracking Maturity 
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Mouth feel of wine 

Harvest decisions 

Later pruning dates 

catch up 
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Yield components 

Pruning 

Date 

Harvest 

Date 

Yield 

(kg/vine) 

Bunch 

No 

Bunch Wt 

(g) 

Berry Wt 

(mg) 

Pruning Wt 

(g) 

26 May 20 Feb 3.9 64.5 51.7 1.1 1137 

4 Aug 20 Feb 3.6 67.6 58.0 1.1 1161 

5 Sept 28 Feb 2.6 57.3 43.8 1.0 1118 

22 Sept 5 March 3.1 78.6 44.1 0.9 887 

13 Oct 4 April 1.4 47.3 27.7 0.9 453 

Thinned vines yielded approximately 3kg 
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Delaying Maturity 2012-13 

Commercial Scale Trials 

Shiraz in the Barossa 

 3 by 10t parcels 

Cabernet Sauvignon  

 in Wrattonbully 

 3 by 20t parcels 
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Conclusions 

Potentially counter some of the critical effects of climate change 

Earlier maturity 

Compressed vintage 

Cost effective 

Implement as part of an overall strategy 

Not necessarily in the same block every season 
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Questions 


